Portrait of Lady Emily Mary Lennox Duchess of Leinster by Durack, Susan
22 
Portrait of Lady Emily Mary Lennox  
Duchess of Leinster 
 
A portrait of Lady Emily Mary Lennox by Joshua Reynolds 1723-1792)  was 
brought by the OPW in 2019 and is on display in Castletown House, which 
was the home of Emily’s sister, Lady Louisa Conolly. 
 
Emilia Mary was born on 6 October 1731, the second of the seven surviving 
children of Charles Lennox, 2nd Duke of Richmond and Lennox and Sarah, 
daughter of William Cadogan, Earl Cadogan. Lady Emily Lennox, as she was 
known, was also a god-daughter of George II. She spent her early years at 
Goodwood House in Sussex. 
 
Lady Emily was married at the age of 15, to James Fitzgerald, Earl of 
Kildare.  After their wedding in London in 1744 they moved back to Ireland 
living in Carton House, Maynooth, 
Frescatti House, Blackrock, and 
Leinster House. 
  
Emily was very influential in 
promoting and developing her 
husband’s career through her interest 
in current  affairs. She was the most 
intellectual of the Lennox sisters. She 
read widely and had strong interests in 
British politics, philosophy, and 
theology. All of which played their 
part in obtaining Kildare a 
Marquessate in 1761, and the 
Dukedom of Leinster in 1766.  
 
It was because of her involvement in 
these areas that for many years Emily 
was known as 'the Queen of Ireland'.  
She was particularly drawn to the new 
Enlightenment philosophies of such 
writers as Jean-Jacques Rousseau.   
Lady Emily had 19 children with the 
Duke.  She caused a scandal when she 
married her children’s  tutor, William 
Ogilvie, after the death of her husband 
in 1773.   They had three children. 
 
The portrait of Emily by Sir Joshua Reynolds was painted in 1774, when she 
was in London visiting her dying sister, Caroline, Lady Holland.  She was 43 
at the time.  Emily  died  on 27 March 1814 aged 82 in Mayfair  London and 
is buried at Westminster Abbey in the Duke of Richmond’s Vault.  
 
The Office of Public Works (OPW) together with the Castletown Foundation, 
and with support of the Friends of the National Collections of Ireland, 
acquired a portrait of Emily FitzGerald, the Duchess of Leinster. The painting 
originally hung in the dining room of Carton House. 
 
Joshua Reynolds (16 July 1723 – 
23 February 1792) was an 
English portrait painter. John 
Russell said he was one of the 
major European painters of the 
18th century. He promoted 
the "Grand Style" in painting 
which depended on idealization 
of the imperfect. He was a 
founder and first president of 
the Royal Academy of Arts, and 
was knighted by George III in 
1769.  Joshua Reynolds also 
painted portraits of other family 
members : - Charles Lennox, 3rd 
Duke of Richmond, Lady 
Caroline Holland, Lady Sarah 
Bunbury, and Thomas Conolly, 
husband of Lady Louisa. 
Portrait of Emily Mary, Duchess of 
Leinster, bust-length, in a pink 
dress and ermine shawl, within a 
painted oval.  
By Sir Joshua Reynolds :  
Oil on canvas 86.2 x 62.6 cm. 
Maynooth Castle Keep Art Group Update 
 
The Maynooth Castle Keep Art Group is taking its usual summer break.  
Now I know our followers and supporters will be thinking that we have been 
on a break for the last year as we have had not been able to have our Annual 
Art Exhibition.  But we were not deterred, and in our efforts to keep in touch 
and to keep painting we have been having weekly zoom art meetings.  
 
In the beginning these took the form of members of the group giving 
demonstrations to the rest of us, then we mixed this with sourced free 
tutorials on Youtube and eventually we met and did our own work for an 
hour and a half each week.  The results were surprising.  Giving 
demonstrations to the group e.g. how to paint waves, clouds, dealing with 
light and shade, still life, landscapes, composition and perspective was a great 
experience all round - an enjoyable, and fun learning curve.  
 
The online tutorials were also good, but we had to be very choosy on ones 
that had good, clear, well paced delivery and which could be more or less 
done in our time frame.  We became experts on picking these examples and 
they were gems.  Painting our own work on zoom also meant that our output 
of individual work increased and it could be argued that we produced more 
work this way, little and often as they say.  So we are on a wee break for 
now.  We hope to meet up later in the summer for an outdoor painting 
session, so you might see us out and about. Will keep you informed when we 
are back and with possible real exhibition news.  We have not gone away.  
 
PLEASE ENCOURAGE YOUR 
YOUNGSTERS TO SUBMIT ART WORK TO 
THE CHILDREN’S ART COMPETITION 
ADVERTISED IN THE NEWSLETTTER.   
 
The Castle Keep Group is sponsoring prizes.  In 
the meantime here are some images of the art work 
we have covered in the last year. 
Sir Joshua Reynolds  (1723-1792) 
